
HIGHLIGHTS:  

 During the reporting period, over 1,132 IDP families arrived or returned to camps, while at least 1,783 families departed them. IDPs in Jeda’a camps in Ninewa, have expressed 
concern about living conditions in the camp, particularly related to services and the presence of armed actors. 

 UNHCR and partners conducted a series of protection assessments in Ninewa to monitor returns in parts of Telafar, west Mosul, Ba’aj City and Sinjar, highlighting among other 
things the remaining impediments to returns. 

 On 22 February, authorities in Anbar forced 15 families from Kilo 18 camps to return to areas within Anbar. 
 

39%   of families with no income 

2,742 unaccompanied or separated children 

21%   of families missing civil documentation 

 

Affected Population 

3.2 million to their of origin while  
2.6 million are still displaced in Center-South areas. 

Protection Monitoring* 

137,954 664,782 

Disclaimer: The boundaries and names shown and 
the designations used on this map do not imply 
official endorsement or acceptance by the united 
nations. 
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Displacement 

During the reporting period, over 1,132 IDP families arrived or returned to camps, while 
at least 1,783 families departed the camps. IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix esti-
mates that the number of IDPs in Iraq who have been displaced since 2014 is currently 
approximately 2.27 million. The recorded number of returnees since mid-2015 is 3.57 
million. The main causes for displacement continue to be the lack of services (including 
electricity, WASH, health, education), as well as limited livelihood opportunities and shel-
ter options (in part due to high rent prices) as well as cases of collective punishment.   

New arrivals to camps in Erbil Governorate in recent months have consistently included a 
high number of female headed households. Some of the recent arrivals pointed out that 
their husbands are working in Mosul City, but as their salaries are not sufficient to meet 
the needs of the family, the wives and children were obliged to move to camps. During 
an intention survey in early March in camps in Erbil, UNHCR found that 80 per cent of the 
assessed population do not intend leave the camps in the near future.  

IDPs in Jeda’a camps in Ninewa have expressed concerns about living conditions in the 
camp, particularly related to a lack of adequate services and the presence of armed ac-
tors. On 28 February, local police in Jeda’a 5 reportedly confiscated civil identification 
documents from IDPs from Shirqat (Salah al-Din) and Hawiga (Kirkuk) to control their 
movement. IDPs have reported that they continue to receive threats, including threats of 
arbitrary arrest. Random arrests in the past have left female headed households and wid-
owed women reportedly feeling uncomfortable, especially at night. The presence of 
armed actors in Jeda’a camp has been a long standing protection issue that continues to 
require advocacy. Many families in the camp find themselves in a vulnerable situation as 
they are alleged to have links to extremists and in the current climate are essentially lim-
ited to life in the camp. UNHCR is coordinating closely with the Protection Cluster and 
camp management to try to address these concerns. 

A UNHCR protection partner conducted Focus Group Discussions in Hamam Al Alil camp 
with IDPs from Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Anbar governorates to identify concerns that 
prevent them from returning. Overall families listed the lack of services and livelihood 
opportunities, the destruction of their homes as well as the presence of explosive haz-
ards and armed actors as the primary impediments. IDPs from Shirqat in Salah al-Din 
with alleged links to extremists, particularly female headed households, expressed their 
intention to remain in camps due to fear of government-affiliated armed groups, despite 
knowing from relatives that services in their areas of origin are available and that the 
overall security situation has improved. However, for some the main impediment is a 
lack of livelihood opportunities. In Anbar, collective punishment, the presence of explo-
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sive devices in homes and the fear being arrested at checkpoints were cited as reasons for 
not returning. In the last week of February alone, UNHCR partners monitored over 29 fami-
lies who reportedly tried to return to their areas of origin in east Anbar but were prevented 
from doing so and have thus been re-displaced. Similar incidents were reported in Ninewa 
and Salah al-Din governorates. For Hawiga, the concerns were similar, but also included the 
large scale destruction of houses (Al-Multaqa and Al-Ryadh sub-districts).  

Returns  

During the reporting period, 1,783 families departed from camps. This included 283 fami-
lies (1,851 individuals) from camps in Kirkuk and 210 families from camps in Anbar to re-
turn to Al Qa’im district and surrounding areas. These returns were facilitated by the Minis-
try of Migration and Displacement (MoMD) who provided transportation. MoMD also facili-
tated the return of 600 IDPs from Erbil to other parts of west Anbar. While the security sit-
uation in Al-Qa’im has improved in recent months, local authorities have reportedly been 
receiving an increasing number of complaints from returnees regarding looting and rob-
bery, particularly in uninhabited houses. Incidents of collective punishments continue to be 
reported including the recent killing of two women in Siddah village due to alleged extrem-
ist links. Local police, Iraqi Security Forces and members of government-affiliated armed 
groups have started conducting night patrols to protect the area.   

During February, returns to Hatra district in Ninewa commenced. Families require the ap-
proval of the local Mukhtar (neighbourhood leader), the Mayor and local security actors 
prior to returning. Some IDPs in camps in Ninewa informed UNHCR that they do not feel 
that the situation is safe to return as of yet over rumours about arbitrary arrests and deten-
tion by the security forces in the area. As well, in a recent incident civilians were reportedly 
killed by explosive hazards in the district.   

UNHCR and partners conducted a series of community level protection assessments in 
Ninewa to monitor returns. In the El Qalaa neighbourhood of Telafar, more than 90 per 
cent of the residents have returned to their houses since December 2017, mostly from out-
of-camp locations in Karbala and Najaf governorates. All respondents reported that they 
had voluntarily returned to reclaim their houses due to high living expenses in areas of dis-
placement. People in El Qalaa either have civil documentation or can go to the recently re-
opened court in Telafar to replace or renew their documentation. The neighbourhood is 
said to have been cleared of explosive hazards. Some cases of child labour among female 
headed households have been reported.  

In Bab Jadeed neighbourhood in west Mosul, approximately 40 per cent of the residents 
have not returned due to a lack of basic services and destruction of homes. Water is being 
brought to certain areas of the neighbourhood but some families only receive water once 
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every three days. Many families are living with relatives or in other parts of Mosul and 
visit their homes only during the day to undertake repairs. Residents claimed that about 
40 per cent of the homes were destroyed with human remains left under the rubble in 
many cases. One school in Bab Jadeed has been reopened but does not meet the educa-
tion needs of all children in the neighbourhood. 

In El Thawra neighbourhood in Ba’aj City, despite the houses of the families interviewed 
being largely intact and the security situation being described as stable, only 600 out of 
6,000 IDPs have returned to the city centre since the beginning of 2018. All returnees 
indicated to have voluntarily returned after obtaining the necessary clearance including 
security clearance. Those families remaining in displacement are reportedly doing so to 
access humanitarian assistance and education services. Families suspected of having 
family links to extremists can return after receiving security clearance and after acknowl-
edging these links in the local courts. However, the families interviewed informed UN-
HCR that no one had done so, in fear of retribution or collective punishment.  

In Sinjar City and Sinjar Mountain, approximately 3,000 households have returned since 
November 2015 when the Kurdish Peshmerga forces retook the area from extremists. 
However, the majority of families reportedly find themselves in their second situation of 
displacement, having returned to the district of origin but not yet to their homes as many 
were destroyed. Improved security was mentioned as a pull factor for return while the 
heavy presence of armed groups in the area is believed to be one of the factors why 
more families have not returned.  

Forced returns 

On 22 February, authorities in Anbar reportedly forced 15 families from Kilo 18 camps to 
return to areas within the governorate. On 26 February, member of the Special Weapons 
and Tactics Forces visited Shaqlawa complex, an informal settlement on an unfinished 
construction site in Tikrit in Salah al-Din and notified IDP families that they would need to 
leave by 2 March in order for construction to resume. Following extensive advocacy 
efforts by the UNHCR and partners, authorities reportedly suspended the forced eviction 
of IDPs from Shaqlawa complex, in Tikrit in Salah al-Din until the school year has finished. 
The complex is an informal settlement on an unfinished construction site, hosting 524 
IDP families. At the end of the school year, families will reportedly be provided the possi-
bility to move to IDP camps if they do not want to return.  

On 23 February, Al-Hardaniya camp in Balad District, Salah al-Din was closed by authori-
ties. Following the closure, nine IDP families who could not return to their areas of origin 
in the governorate, due to perceived affiliations with extremists, moved to abandoned 
houses near the camp. 

UNHCR followed up on a group of 56 IDP families who were stranded in abandoned houses 
and tents next to the Balad Train Station, Salah al-Din after their eviction from camps in 
Baghdad. They were unable to return to their areas of origin in the district due to the pres-
ence of explosive hazards, remnants of war and community tensions. So far they have been 
provided with limited humanitarian assistance. On 18 February, Balad authorities and secu-
rity actors endorsed the return of 800 families from the Al-Refeaat area of Balad district, 
including these families. UNHCR highlighted to authorities the importance of addressing 
issues related to explosive hazards prior to their return.  

Legal Documents 

34 Iraqi refugee families (115 individuals) returned from Al Hol camp in Syria to Um Aldhi-
ban village in Ba’aj district, Ninewa as part of an organized movement. The families said 
they decided to return to Iraq due to a lack of services in the refugee camp, citing a lack of 
sufficient non-food items, including blankets, and food. UNHCR does not have access to this 
village but recorded the arrival of several of the families to Hamam Al Alil Transitional Site 
later that week.  

A significant number of families returning from Al Hol reported that camp management 
had confiscated their identification documents upon arrival, and were unable to recover 
them when leaving the camp. A Ninewa Provincial Council (PC) member recently visited Al 
Hol and collected some documents that he proceeded to turn over to Iraqi Security Forces 
for screening. So far, 60 documents have been cleared and the PC member has been re-
turning them through his office in Mosul and in the Jeda’a camps were some families have 
relocated to. Currently the Iraqi Security Forces are still reviewing some 80 more are still 
under review.  UNHCR is reviewing the list of new arrivals from Al Hol against camp data-
bases in order to help facilitate the return of the documents.  

Similarly, UNHCR was requested by security actors in the Hamam Al Alil areas, Ninewa and 
the Ministry of Transport to support the return documents that had been confiscated dur-
ing security screening or left behind. A list of the individuals was cross-referenced against 
UNHCR’s Assistance Information and Services Tracking System and 26 IDPs have been iden-
tified in UNHCR camps. UNHCR is coordinating with partners and camp managements to 
return their documents. 

Detained Syrian refugees 

Subsequent to UNHCR’s intervention, Iraqi Federal Police in Rabe’a sub district released 
seven Syrian asylum seekers detained for irregular border entry. UNHCR is following up on 
the cases of six more who are still being held. UNHCR registered the released individuals, 
organized their transportation to a refugee camp in Dohuk Governorate and provided them 
with basic Core Relief Items.  


